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REMARKS/ARG UMENTS 

Claims 1-28 are pending in the present application. In the Office Action claims 1- 
1 5, 25, 27 and 28 were withdrawn and claims 16-24 and 26 were rejected. Claims 16 and 22 
have been amended and claims 1-15 have been canceled. No new matter has been added. Re- 
examination and reconsideration of the pending claims is respectfully requested. 

Claim Rejections - 35 U.S .C. § 102 

Claims 1 6-24 and 26 were rejected under 35 U.S.C § 1 02(b) as being anticipated 
by U.S. Patent No. 5,201/757 to Heyn et a), (hereinafter referred to as Heyn). Such rejection is 
traversed in part and overcome in part for the following reasons. 

Heyn discloses an appar atus for deploying a radially self-expanding stent 
(Abstract). Only a single stent is disclosed in Heyn and the stent is an open mesh or weave 
construction, formed of helically wound and braided strands or filaments of a resilient material 
(col . 5, lines 43-45), Because there is only a single open mesh or weave construction stent in 
Heyn, the cited reference fails to disclose a plurality of stent segments mounted on an 
expandable member or on the delivery catheter as required by independent claims 16 and 22. 
Similarly, because there is only a single stent disclosed in Heyn, the cited reference also fails to 
disclose deploying a first selected number of stent segments at a first treatment site and 
deploying a second selected number of stent segments at a second treatment site, as required by 
claim 22. 

Nevertheless, in order to expedite prosecution, claims 16 and 22 have been 
amended to further distinguish them from Heyn, Claim 16 has been amended to recite a method 
for delivering a plurality of stent segments to a treatment site, the method comprising: 

positioning a distal portion of a stent delivery catheter device at the treatment site; 

axiaily moving a first sheath and a second sheath of the catheter device to expose 
at least part of a radially expandable member on the catheter device and at least one of a plurality 
of separate ly deplo yabje stent segments mounted on the expandable member; and 
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radially expanding only the exposed part of the expandable member to deploy the 
one stent segment at the treatment site while a second stent, segment of the plu rality is retain ed 
unexpanded on the cathet er device disconnect e d from the first sten t segment. Support for this 
amendment may be found throughout the originally filed disclosure, including fig. 2 and the 
corresponding detailed description of the specification as filed, therefore no new matter has been 
added. 

As discussed supra, Heyn only describes a single stent and therefore fails to 
disclose a plurality of separately dcplovable stent segments mounted on the expandable member 
as required by claim 16. Additionally, because there is only one stent in Heyn, the cited 
reference also fails to disclose the required limitation in claim 16 of deploying the one stent 
segment at. the treatment site while a second stent segment of the plurality is retained 
unexpan ded on the cathe te r device and disconnected from the first stent segment . 

Independent claim 22 has been amended to recite a method for delivering a 
plurality of stent segments to treatment sites in a body lumen of a patient the method 
comprising: 

positioning a distal portion of a stent delivery catheter device in the body lumen, 
the delivery catheter having a plurality of stent segments mounted thereon ; 

moving ai least a first sheath of the catheter device to deploy a first selected 
number' of stent segments at a first treatment site; and 

repositioning the delivery catheter to a secon d treatment sit e in t he body lumen 
segegdapart from the first treatment site w ith out removin g the d elivery catheter from the p atient; 
and 

moving at least the first sheath to deploy a second selected number of stent 
segments at-* atthe second treatment site, wherein the first selected number is di flerenl than and 
unconne cted to the second selected number. 

Support for this amendment may be found in Fig. 3D and the corresponding 
detailed description of the speci fication as filed, therefore no new matter has been added. 
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Again, Heyn oniy discloses a single open mesh or weave stent and therefore fails 
io teach a plurality of stent segments on the delivery catheter. Because there is only a single 
stent in Heyn, the cited reference ajso fails to disclose repositioning the delivery catheter to a 
second treatment site in the body lumen spaced apart from the first treatment site without 
removing the delivery catheter from the patient and moving at least the first sheath to deploy a 
second selected number of stent segments at the second treatment site, wherein t he first selected 
number is different than and unconnected to the second selected number, as now required by 
claim 22, 

Because a single reference fails to disclose, teach or suggest each and every 
element of claims 16 or 22, anticipation under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) cannot be established. 
Applicants respectfully request that the 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) rejection be withdrawn and 
independent claims 16 and 22 be allowed along with the dependent claims which depend 
therefrom. 

In view of the foregoing, Applicants believe all claims now pending in this 
Application are in condition for allowance. The issuance of a formal Notice of Allowance at an 
early date Is respectfully requested. 

If the Examiner believes a telephone conference would expedite prosecution of 
this application, please telephone the undersigned at 650-326-2400. 

Respectful ly submitted, 

Jeffry J. Grainger 
Reg. No. 3.6,815 

By: Douglas Portnow 
Reg. No. 59,660 

TOWNSEND and TOWNSEND and CREW LLP 

Two Embarcadero Center, Eighth Floor 

San Francisco, California 9411 i-3834 

Tel: 650-326-2400 

Fax: 415-576-0300 
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